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Mission: Build and inspire hope, healing, and resilience 
for youth, families, and communities 
through counseling and education.

At Directions for Youth & Families (DFYF), 
we believe every child and family has unique 
strengths waiting to be discovered. Since 
1899, we have worked alongside youth and 
families, helping them navigate challenges, 
build resilience, and embrace brighter futures.

Through DFYF’s trauma-informed services, 
including clinical counseling, after-school 
programs, early childhood initiatives, and 
service learning programs, we provide tools 
that equip young people to heal, grow, and 
thrive.

Our approach is rooted in listening first. By 
meeting people where they are, we learn their 
stories and understand their needs. As licensed 
social workers, mental health professionals, and 
prevention and service learning specialists, we 
know that healing and growth doesn’t happen 
in isolation. When children and families are 
supported, whole communities flourish. With our 
dedicated staff, partners, and supporters, we 
are not only responding to the immediate needs 
of our community but planting seeds of hope, 
resilience, and opportunity that will continue to 
grow for generations to come.
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Please enjoy our impact report 
for fiscal year 2026,
July 1, 2025 - June 30,2026

New Leadership

Fiscal Year 2026 Highlights
July 1, 2025-June 30, 2026

Over the years, leadership transitions have been rare, with only three CEO's 
guiding DFYF since 1975's merger with One to One and Friends in Action. 

We welcomed Amy Gordon in January as our fourth CEO. 

Crittenton's 10 Year Anniversary
Crittenton Center opened in 2015 offering after-school 

& summer programming using DFYF's successful 
model developed at our Ohio Avenue Youth Center

We tried something new this year. Our kids and staff 
opened the doors to Crittenton Community Center to 

host a re-imagined State of the Child

Our 37th State of the Child Event at Crittenton

Excellence in Care
We couldn't do this critical work without our Program Partners, 
supporters, community partners, Board of Directors, and the 

expertise and compassion of our exceptional staff
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Honoring Our Legacy, 
Shaping Our Future

NEW LEADERSHIP

This past year marked the beginning of a new chapter for Directions 
for Youth & Families, and for me personally. As I stepped into the 
role of CEO, I was immediately struck not only by the organization's 
rich history of serving Central Ohio, but by the dedication and sense 
of purpose shared by the people who make the mission come alive 
each day. 

Over the past several months, I have had the privilege of listening, 
learning, and getting to know the dedicated employees, Board of 
Directors, volunteers, community partners, donors, and supporters 
who have helped make DFYF one of Central Ohio's most trusted 
organizations for children and families. I have been warmly 
welcomed into an organization built on more than 100 years of 
service, and I am deeply honored to help lead its next chapter.

As I have learned more about the breadth of our work, one 
thing continues to become clear: Directions for Youth & Families is much more than a collection of 
programs. We are an organization that walks alongside children, families, and communities through 
every stage of life's journey—building hope, inspiring healing, and strengthening resilience along the 
way.

Our work serves our youngest community members through our partnership with The Ohio State 
University and our Early Head Start and Head Start programs, helping children and families build a 
strong foundation during the earliest and most critical years of development.

For the youth in our community, we walk beside them through school-based counseling, outreach 
services, behavioral and mental health programs, prevention initiatives, and our longstanding after-
school and summer programs at our neighborhood centers. By meeting youth and families where 
they are—in schools, homes, and familiar community settings—we remove barriers to care and 
create trusted relationships that help young people and families thrive.

Our commitment extends beyond serving children. At the Crittenton Community Center, we are 
working alongside residents and community partners to strengthen neighborhoods through our 
Community Restoration model. The Center has become a vibrant place where youth participate in 
after-school and summer programming, neighbors gather in the community garden, older adults 
build confidence through digital literacy classes and other supportive opportunities, families access 
vital resources, and partner organizations collaborate to address community priorities together. It is 
a powerful reminder that lasting change happens in collaboration and partnership with communities, 
not simply for them.

Our community impact continues to grow through our recent merger with See Kids Dream, which 
joined the DFYF family and expanded both organization’s reach and mission. This inspiring program 
empowers elementary and middle school students to develop leadership skills, empathy, and a 
lifelong commitment to community service by partnering with local nonprofit organizations to 
identify needs, raise resources, and create meaningful change. These young leaders remind us that 
compassion, generosity, and civic engagement can begin at any age.

Together, these efforts illustrate what makes DFYF unique. We support children in their earliest 
years, strengthen families during times of challenge, improve access to behavioral and mental 
health services for children and teens, invest in prevention and education, and work alongside 
neighborhoods to build healthier, more connected communities. Our continuum of services span 
generations and reflects our belief that stronger individuals create stronger families, and stronger 
families create stronger communities.

As we honor the remarkable legacy of Directions for Youth & Families, I believe our greatest 
opportunity lies in becoming even more intentional about who we already are. We will continue to 
strengthen the connections between our programs, expand collaborative partnerships, embrace 
innovation, and ensure that every child, every family, and every community we serve can experience 
the full breadth of what DFYF has to offer.

Thank you to our dedicated employees, Board members, donors, volunteers, community partners, 
and friends for believing in our mission and investing in the future of Central Ohio. Your commitment 
makes this work possible, and together we are writing the next chapter of an extraordinary 
organization.

It is a privilege to serve alongside all of you as we continue honoring our legacy while shaping a 
strong and impactful future.

With gratitude,

Amy E. Gordon, LSW
Chief Executive Officer
Directions for Youth & Families
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After-school programming began January 2015 
serving youth ages 8-17. Providing activities in 
art, music, dance, life skills, homework 
help, nutrition, fitness & recreation.

In 2015, the Kimberly Parkway 
Community ranked the third 
poorest in Columbus, first in 
infant mortality, & first in 
evictions. Access to basic 
needs was limited.

DFYF's Community Restoration 
model was created centering 
around community partnerships 
addressing the five Social 
Determinants of Health.

The Kimberly Recreation Association 
desired to gift the K-Chalet Recreation 
Center to a non-profit that would 
help address the challenges the 
community was facing. DFYF was 
voted and selected by the surrounding 
neighborhood to receive the center.

The Crittenton Center became a meal 
distribution site, and programming 
shifted to a Learning Extension Center 
during the pandemic. Youth received 
academic support, access to Wi-Fi, 
breakfast & lunch. 

              Community partners began
            addressing health & maternal 
           wellness. OhioHealth's mobile 
         unit and Columbus Public  
        Health's WIC (Women Infants
      Children) provided services even 
    before the Center was completed.

CRITTENTON COM MUNITY CENTER
10 Years in Service to the Community

Youth programming is just part of the 
services being provided out of the Center. 
DFYF and partner social service organizations 
have come together to address the 
challenges the community faces - just as 
intended when the property was gifted. 

Community partners continue to be added as we
     provide more services. Digital skills hub, senior
         services, workforce development initiatives,
              community meetings & events are all 
                    underway.

Our Capital Campaign was affected by the pandemic. 
Our goal blossomed from 6.6M to 10.6M. The project 
was identified as a social justice movement - Rooted 
in Change. Leaves purchased for the social justice 
tree, a metal structure serving as the focal point of 
the Center lobby, represent the generous support 
and strength of our community. 

2014 K-Chalet donated 
to DFYF

2015
Doors Open for after-
school programming after 
modest repairs

2015
More than after-school 
programming needed in 
the community

2025
10 Years in service to 

the community

2023Grand Opening 
in October

2022
Construction begins, 

programming continues 
out of the annex

2021
Community Partners 
basic needs services

2021
Social Justice movement 

Rooted in Change

2017 Community Restoration 
model of care developed

2020 COVID-19 pivot to 
Learning Extension Center

  Capacity to serve and enroll 
    100+ youth in after-school &
      summer programming, while
       building upon partnerships &
        opportunities for the
        community.  
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37 years

State of the Child was RE-IMAGINED & took place at Crittenton Community Center this year. Our 
multi-purpose room was transformed for networking, counselors corner, & refreshments. We had 
opportunities for our guests to explore and experience after-school programming through mini music, 
art, and life skills sessions throughout the building. And, of course, the kids performed as always!

E V E  N T S

A little bucket drum
instruction garnered 

enthusiasm & a chance 
to get into the rhythm. 

The kids handed out (& 
autographed) their youth 
action cards listing their 
superpower & message.

Youth entrepreneurs set up 
their businesses & introduced 

& sold their product.

The gym was transformed for our guests and for the kid's beautiful dance and music performances. 

Bailey Elementary Student Leaders met before sharing 
their service project at Leaders of Tomorrow showcase.

Inspire Us and Leaders of Tomorrow are two 
events that celebrate student leaders in our See Kids 
Dream program. This year, our program welcomed 
757 student leaders from 29 schools around Central 
Ohio. Kids shared their service projects, reflecting on 
what they learned and the part they play in a more 
compassionate world.

Our Journey
by Bailey Elementary Student Leaders
Succeed over challenges
Thankful for opportunities
Responsible for helping
Outstanding service
Never give up
Grateful for being able to help others

Student Leaders engaged 
with Inspire Us guests.

Our youth centers have parent and community 
events like fall festival and Black history celebration.  

                   We have many events 
              throughout the year - with a  
                 little help from our friends!

The Parker Lee Foundation hosts their famous 
PBR10K and 2 Fine 9's Golf Outing with 
proceeds going to DFYF. At their Chili Bowl 
event they raise funds for their PLF scholarship 
awards to DFYF youth.

Our Community Engagement Committee hosts 
events for DFYF like Sips & Scents with DFYF 
and, new this year, a Pickleball Tournament. 
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DFYF PROGRAMSOUR STAFF - THE HEART OF DFYF
Career Development Always a Focus 

Franklin County Behavioral Health Leadership 
Academy graduates: Hannah Ellingson, 
Rudy Frias, Andrea Light, & Sierra Williams

Active participants of the Facilitator Mindsets 
Workshop & Learning Community for 
professionals working beyond traditional 
educational settings: 
Marcellas McLellan, After-School Supervisor 
Ana Fulay, Clinical Team Lead 
Espe Reyes, After-School Education Specialist
Latisha Wright, Early Head Start Program Mgr. 
Joy Rader, After-School Supervisor

Sierra Williams named The Ohio State 
University's 2025 Agency Education Coordinator

Mark Houston & Nicole Tabung each received 
2026 SWEA Education Partner Awards

"A school principal shared that he has been in 
an administrative role for 30 years and Nicole 
and Mark are the best partnership clinicians he 
has ever seen.” – Hannah Ellingson, 
Clinical Program Manager

Jason Moncrief received the 2025 Greater 
Columbus Arts Council's Artists Elevated Award

Recognized for Their Impact
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Professional Dev't
Bachelors & Internship

Initial Licensure
Trauma Informed Care

Licensure Preparation
Graduation

Independent License 
Experienced Leadership

Masters Internship
Clinical Supervision

Clinical Supervision provided 
throughout the progression of 
independent licensure

Masters Level Internship within 
our clinical programs provides 
professional development

Attachment, Regulation, & Competency 
(ARC) - an evidence-based trauma 
treatment framework

Resiliency-Oriented Approach - building 
emotional strength to adapt to adversity, 
trauma, and chronic stress

Monthly trainings in ARC, clinical practices, & 
professional development. Majors in Social Work, 
Counseling, or related fields

Our Development Pathway
DFYF operates under the belief that our front-line staff are the most important people at our agency, 
second only to our clients. This belief establishes the foundation of the clinical and professional 
development of our direct service staff, to ensure they are equipped with the knowledge, skills, and 
support to provide the best care possible for our clients and their families.

Mapping DFYF's Impact

Counseling
Partner Schools

See Kids Dream
Schools

Early Childhood 
Providers

After-School 
Centers

See Kids Dream

Community Restoration

Early Childhood

Clinical Counseling

After-School & Summer Programs
8,913 
Clients 
Served



10 11

CLINICAL COUNSELINGHigh Quality Care, No Matter Where
DFYF’s clinical counseling program offers trauma-
informed, resiliency-oriented counseling and 
support services to children and families in the 
Central Ohio area. 

Over 40 licensed counselors and qualified mental 
health specialists provide services in clients’ 
homes, schools, and other community settings, 
reducing barriers to treatment and providing care 
in the environment it is needed.

Specialty areas include: 

School Connections partnership with South 
Western, Worthington, Gahanna-Jefferson, and 
Columbus City Schools 

Outreach Counseling our community-based 
counseling provided throughout Central Ohio

Building Bright Futures for youth at risk for 
school failure

PROMISES for survivors of sexual abuse

Children Who Witness Violence to address 
trauma from domestic and neighborhood violence

Children of Murdered Parents/Siblings to 
address grief and loss due to the death of a loved 
one

Healthy Alternatives for Youth to address 
substance use

Youth Pride for youth who identify as LGBTQIA+

Teen Parent Connection for pregnant or 
parenting teens

Outpatient Counseling for adult and family 
counseling

2,446
clients
served

257
schools
served

64
partner schools

with DFYF clinicians

3,850
non-client interventions 

in schools

58,857
hours of 

counseling

96%
improvement 

rating 1110



EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION

READY, SET, GROW
Ready, Set, Grow is DFYF’s in-home kindergarten readiness 
program for children ages three to six. During this six-month 
program, education specialists work with families to enhance 
learning and assist parents with child development skills.

Development assessments and screenings are used to create 
individualized learning plans for each child. Educational 
materials and community resources are provided to families 
to ensure continuous learning without barriers.

Once the client is ready, specialists provide assistance with 
enrollment, ensuring a seamless transition for the next step of 
the child’s educational journey.

HEAD START PARTNERSHIP
Directions for Youth & Families partners with The Ohio State 
University to provide case management and support services 
for the Head Start Child Care Partnership program.

This program provides high-quality early childhood education 
and care for children and families who live in households 
experiencing poverty. Collaboration is the cornerstone of this 
program and with the help of childcare centers, providers, and 
community partners, we are all working together to ensure 
children are set up for lifelong learning.

DFYF Family Specialists connect families with community 
resources including housing stability, workforce development, 
continued education, and financial security. Specialists also 
facilitate necessary services like medical, dental, hearing, 
vision, speech-language literacy, mental and behavioral 
health, nutrition, and early intervention services.

Through this partnership, Directions for Youth & Families 
and The Ohio State University are expanding access to early 
childhood education and services and helping children thrive.

Setting a Foundation for Success

Ready, Set, 
Grow

47
families served

Early Head 
Start

394
families served

638
dental, vision, & 

hearing screenings

Head Start

301
families served

579
dental, vision, & 

hearing screenings

Prenatal

85
families served

1312
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Directions for Youth & Families owns and 
operates two youth centers where we host 
our after-school and summer programs. 
Located in under-resourced neighborhoods, 
the Centers provide a safe, positive 
environment for youth ages 8-18.

Youth participants are encouraged to think 
creatively, develop tools for self-expression 
and emotional regulation, and give back 
to their community through the arts and 
service projects.

DFYF strategically implements curriculum 
and activities that align with the social-
emotional needs of youth. Peer group and 
team building activities are incorporated 
throughout the day to help youth develop 
the knowledge and skills that increase 
healthy living choices.

Healthy meals and snacks along with 
transportation are provided each day, at 
no cost to families.

Programming includes:
•	 Homework Help & Tutoring
•	 Stride Academy + STEAM Labs
•	 Life Skills Education Groups
•	 Digital Literacy & Safety Skills
•	 Healthy Leaders Groups
•	 Substance Use Prevention
•	 Recreation & Fitness
•	 Creative & Performing Arts
•	 Field Trips & College Visits
•	 Clubs
•	 & More!

AFTER-SCHOOL & 
SUMMER PROGRAMS

Supporting Youth in Every Setting

$0
cost to families

2
youth centers

264
youth served

14,029
meals served

85,000
hours of programming

76
field trips

14
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SEE KIDS DREAMDeveloping  Community LeadersDeveloping  Community Leaders

757
student 
leaders

29
schools 
served

$12,299
donated to local 

nonprofits

14,088
service-learning 

hours

33
community

projects

14
local nonprofits

supported
16 17

As part of DFYF’s school-based 
services, See Kids Dream is a year-long 
program that combines education with 
community impact.

Elementary and middle school students 
explore community needs, meet with 
community experts, identify ways to 
help, and then develop, plan, and lead 
a school-wide service project. After 
completing their projects, students 
present their work and lessons learned 
to the community. 

Youth learn social-emotional skills like 
teamwork, communication, problem-
solving, leadership skills, and empathy 
as well as the importance of civic 
engagement. They are introduced to 
the inspiring nature of giving back at an 
early age. 

The See Kids Dream program empowers 
youth with the vision to see themselves 
as change makers and the confidence to 
build a brighter future for all.

This year's service 
projects included:

•	 10 awareness campaigns to educate 
and engage others

•	 7 supply drives to provide essential 
resources

•	 16 hands-on projects that directly 
support those in need
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By the Community.
For the Community.

COMMUNITY 
RESTORATION
DFYF’s Community Restoration model 
centers around community members, 
ensuring restoration efforts are 
sustainable and rooted in the needs of the 
people who live in that community. This 
initiative invites community partners and 
social service providers to bring needed 
services to the neighborhood.

As we continue expanding our Community 
Restoration initiatives and building 
stronger neighborhood partnerships, we 
are committed to creating welcoming 
community spaces where people of all 
ages can access the resources they need 
to thrive.

We provide opportunities for connection, 
learning, wellness, and hope. Whether 
supporting children in our youth 
programs, families experiencing 
challenges, or the growing number 
of older adults participating in our 
community-based services, our model of 
care removes barriers and strengthens 
overall well-being.

Community events & initiatives:
•	 Concerts at the Outdoor Amphitheater
•	 Community Garden
•	 Senior Engagement Events
•	 Maternal Wellness
•	 Nutrition Education
•	 Primary Health Care
•	 Digital Education Courses
•	 Meetings & Community Engagement

Digital Skills

301
course graduates

WIC - Women Infants Children

866
clients served

1,441
nutrition education

OhioHealth

68
primary care visits

132
maternal visits

Senior Engagement

124
participants



$10.1M
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

EXPENSES

REVENUES

Financial data is preliminary and unaudited

Government		 $6,789,449
Contributions	 $1,598,962
Investments		 $   575,585
United Way		  $   310,000
Other			  $   417,935

Total Revenues 	 $9,691,931

Administrative/ Fundraising 
14%

Program & Services	 $  8,719,052
Admin/Fundraising		 $  1,443,314

Total Expenses		  $10,162,366

Program & Services
86%

Contributions
17%

Other 
4%

United Way 
3%

Investments 
6%

Government 
70%

HR Chair
Jourdan Day

Porter Wright

Program Chair 
Bill Grindle

Grindle Marketing

Property Mgmt Chair 
Jason Brett

Messer Construction

Dev & Mktg Chair
John Brody

Retired

DFYF Senior Leadership

Amy Gordon, LSW
CEO

John Cervi, LSW
COO

Pat Edwards
CFO

Joseluis Guajardo, 
LPCC-S

Senior Director

Treasurer 
Megan Warren
Plante Moran

2026 Chair
Kim Niswander

Parker Lee Foundation

Secretary &
2025 Chair

Julie Sherwood
Retired

Vice Chair 
Humphrey R Kweminyi

Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Board OFFICERS & CHAIRS

Board of TRUSTEES
Ursula Cottone	     Huntington Bank 
Jennifer Gray		      Grange Insurance 
Dwayne Patrick Hall	     Safelite
Viji Jagabandhu	     NiSource 
Stephen Knauff	     The Aspen Group

Robert Lindner	     BDO, USA
Seth Marsh		      OhioHealth
Jim McCoy		      Nationwide
Ernest L. Sullivan 	     Sullivan Staffing Strategies
Deepak Visurakapalli	     StrataBizTech

20 21

$9.7M

DFYF STAFF 
2,757 clinical clients
11.5 average age / 5.03 average ACE score
13% 4-7 yr olds / 39% 8-12 / 30% 12-15 /
       16% 16-19 / 2% 20+yr olds
52% male / 48% female
96% served in homes, schools, community / 
       4% in office
3,675 non-client interventions in schools
330 schools served 42% Elementary / 18% Middle / 
       12% High School / 28% Alternative

TREATMENT STATS
95 full-time, 19 part-time 
42 clinicians
 5 treatment teams
32 interns
24 youth center staff
11 early childhood case managers
 5 See Kids Dream staff & interns
12 support staff 
19 managers & senior leadership



7x24 Exchange International, Ohio Chapter 
ADAMH
Adelphi Bank
BalletMet's KidTix 
BESA
City of Columbus, AIMS
City of Columbus, Dept of Development
City of Columbus, Dept of Education
City of Columbus, Dept of Neighborhoods 
City of Columbus, Dept Recreation & Parks
Columbus City Schools
Columbus State Community College
Columbus Symphony Orchestra
ConnectUS
Conspiracy Band 
COSI
Community Refugee & Immigration Services
Eastland for Everyone
Homeport
Good Sports
Kroger
Liberians in Columbus
Local Civic, Homeowner, & Renter Associations
Mid-Ohio Food Collective

Franklin County Board of Commissioners
Franklin County Children Services
Franklin County Job & Family Services
Franklin County Juvenile Court
Franklin County WIC Program
Gahanna City Schools
Neighborhood Design Center
Ohio Attorney General’s Office
Ohio Department of Youth Services
OhioHealth Maternal Health Wellness on Wheels 
OhioHealth Primary Care Wellness on Wheels
Ohio Mental Health & Addiction Services 
OSU Extension Office Master Gardener 
OSU Dept of Psychiatry & Behavioral Health
OSU Total Health & Wellness
Smart Columbus
South Western City Schools
The Center for Family Safety & Healing
The Columbus Foundation 
The Ohio State University
OSU Schoenbaum Center
United Way of Central Ohio
Worthington City Schools

Foundations & Corporate 
Funders
$100,000 +
Osteopathic Heritage Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
Central Benefits Health Care Found.
Charles R. & Irene M. Mougey Fund
Ingram White Castle Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
7x24 Exchange International, Ohio 
Chapter, Inc.
Center for Human Kindness Fund
George J. Igel & Co., Inc.
Jane M. & Joseph Cooper Fund
Kroger
Nationwide Foundation
Richard & Nanciann Kaufman Ninde 
Fund
Safelite Foundation
Siemer Family Foundation
The Jeffrey Company
The Montei Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Alice & Robert Estrich Fund
Dorothy P. Fowler Fund for Columbus
Federic W. & Elizabeth E. Heimberger 
Fund
Huntington Bank
John Charles Sharon Fund
Nationwide
Noverre Musson Fund
Parker Lee Foundation
Reinberger Foundation
The Harry C. Moores Foundation
The Ohio State University Wexner 
Medical Center
The Robert Weiler Company
William O. Queen Memorial Fund

$5,000 - $9,999
Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Designer Brands Foundation
Diamond Hill Investments Charitable 
Foundation Fund
First Financial Foundation
Grange Insurance
J.V.K. Fund
Marilyn I. Campbell Fund
NJM New Jersey Manufacturers Ins. Co

$1,000 - $4,999
Abbott
BDO
Bread Financial
City of Columbus
Crane Group
Found. for Columbus Public Health
Franklin County Children Services
GIVE Yoga
Heartland Bank Community Found.
Heitmeyer Consulting
Johnson Investment Counsel
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Messer Construction Co.
Nationwide Children's Hospital
OhioHealth
Park National Bank
Plante Moran, PLLC
Porter Wright
Schneider Downs
Scioto Services
The Ohio State University
United Way of Central Ohio
Walmart
Worthington AM Rotary Club

$999 & under
Bonifacio
Centene
Chipotle
DesignGroup
Florence E. Horch Fund
JMY Law, LLC
Kathryn L. & Edward P. Tice, Sr. 
Memorial Fund
Marker Construction
Match Point Pickleball
Scott's Miracle-Gro Foundation 
Community Garden Academy
Stryker
Take Two Software
Thrivent Choice

Individual Donors
$10,000 +
Anonymous
Tom & Nancy Lurie
Alan & Peggy Scantland
Sandra E. Sherrill

$5,000 - $9,999
John Brody
Tammy Dosch
Julie Sherwood
Alan & Beatrice R. Weiler

$1,000 - $4,999
Adwoa Antwi-Barfi
Jason & Jami Brett
Gisella Burgos 
Tom & Leonor Button
Michael Cardillo
John Cervi
Ursula Cottone
Dr. Christian Espinoza
Henry & Niki Fayne
Sandra Freer
Jennifer Gray
Bill Grindle
Joseluis & Kellie Guajardo
Susan Gueli
Doug Gustina
Dwayne Hall
Kathryn Haller
Dennis & Suzanne Hirsch
Melissa Hodek
Viji Jagabandhu
Glenn J. Karr
Stephen Knauff
Chris Lauderback
Robert Lindner
Candace Schroeder
Iben Smith
Ernie Sullivan
Melanie Tipton
John & Catherine Tucker
Joe & Rhonda Weithman

$500 - $999
Barbara Chuko
Patricia Edwards
Scott Fitzgerald
Jim McCoy
Nathan McIlwain
James Ramage
John & Lane Rothschild
Carey Schmitt
Marc Schare
Cathi Sniderman
Jean Vieth
Lynn & John Vottero
Megan Warren

In Kind
BalletMet's KidTix 
John & Kate Brody
Columbus Museum of Art
COSI
Michaela Dempsey
Abby Georges
Alex Gerlaugh
Greg Gicale
Amy Gordon

Good Sports
Bill Grindle
Joseluis Guajardo
Harvest Pizza
Huntington Bank
Glennon Karr
Brian Kelly
Alexander Kinkade
Kroger
Mary Margaritis

Cindy Miller
Nationwide
Northstar Cafe
Perio, Inc.
Beverly Robinson
Jerry Rose
Julie Sherwood
Kelly Stevelt
Caylan Stevens
James Williams

2322

Thank you to our supporters We couldn't do it without you

Program Partners

Community Partners

Opportunity Partner: ($10,000-$24,999)
Nationwide
The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center
Parker Lee Foundation

Promise Partner: (under $10,000)
Barnes & Thornburg
BDO USA LLP
John Brody
City of Columbus
Crane Group
Delta Dental

Franklin County Children Services
Huntington Bank
Johnson Investment Counsel
Messer Construction
Nationwide Children’s Hospital
OhioHealth
Park National Bank
Plante Moran, PLLC
Porter Wright
Schneider Downs
United Way of Central Ohio
The Weiler Company
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HONORING OUR LEGACY. 
SHAPING OUR FUTURE.

The Vision 
   Our vision is to be a trusted 
community partner that meets 
people where they are by 
supporting children in their 
earliest years through adulthood, 
strengthening families, and 
helping communities flourish. 

Partnerships
   By investing in collaborative 
partnerships, strengthening 
neighborhoods, and nurturing the 
next generation of leaders, we are 
building stronger communities 
where every child, every family, 
and every individual has the 
opportunity to thrive.

Together, we honor the legacy that has shaped 
Directions for Youth & Families for over a century, 
while helping to create an even stronger future 
for those we are privileged to serve. 

For over 100 years, Directions for Youth & Families has 
responded to the changing needs of our community with 
compassion, innovation, and an unwavering commitment 
to helping young people and families thrive. 

Opportunities
 

   We will continue to expand 
opportunities and access to behavioral 
& mental health services, prevention 
programming, early childhood 
education, school-based supports, 
senior services, and community-
centered initiatives that remove 
barriers and create impactful 
opportunities at every stage of life. 

As we look ahead, we remain grounded 
in our mission to build and inspire hope, 
healing, and resilience through counseling 
and education while embracing new 
opportunities to deepen our impact.



1515 Indianola Ave
Columbus, Oh 43201

614.294.2661
info@dfyf.org
www.dfyf.org


